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tRICES OF GRAIN, &C* 



Live*, poor., 

January IStk, 
1814. 



d. t. 

"Wheat, English, 12 to 13 

Foreign, 11 6 to IS 

Irish, 11 3 to 12 

Barley, English, 6 3 to £ 

Irish and Scotch 5 to 6 

Oats, Potato, 4 6 to 4 

. Welsh, 4 6 to 

. Limerick, 4 6 to 4 

Malt, fine, new 12 to 12 

old, 11 to 11 



per 70 lbf. 

do. 

do. 

9 per 60 lbs. 

6 do. 

8 per 45 lb*. 

do. 

7 do. 

3 per 36 arts. 

6 do. 

Oatmeal,.. 4© to 42 per 240 Hjs. 



C i. d. s. d. t. d, 

_ I Wheat,... 32 to 4S O middle frict 41 per brl. of 20 *t 

r at.*™*. \ Barley,.... 25 to 28 O 26 per brl. of 16 A. 

Jan. sriii 1814. I Qats ^ ltf t0 go -># 17 per br l. of 14 St. 

LOatmeal,™ 16 to 22 19 *{ per CVrt;of 1121b, 

s. d. i, d, 

f Wheat,... 15 6 to 16 per cwt. of 1 1 2 lbs. 

Barley 12 to O per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Oats,. 8 to 8 6 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Oatmeal,... 19 6 te per cwt. of 120 lb*. 

Potatoes,. O 2£ to O per stone. 

C i. d. i. d. 

- 1 Wheat,-.. . 38 to 44 O per barrel of 20 M. 

n oZi iakX Barley,.... 25 O to 27 per barrel of 20 St. 

Uec. J«A, J»13. 1 QM ^ 13 6 t0 17 per barrel of 14 st. 

LOatmeal,.. 16 O to 17 per cwt. of 1 12 lbs. 

i. d. $. d. 

Lisbvkn, TOats, 8 to 9 O per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Jan. 25th, 1814. < Oatmeal,- 16 to 17 per cwt. of 120 lbs. 

C Potatoes,.. O 2| to o per stone. 



BtLFA«T, 



I \ 



I. d. X. J. 

i Wheat,... . J4 to 15 O per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Barley,.... 10 O to^l4 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Oat.,.!.... 8 6 to 9 6 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 

Oatmeal,.. 15 5 to 16 2 per cwt. of 112 lbs. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

" The present contest, by its long protraction, has so brutalized a large portion of the 
community, that War, in a moral seme, has no hornrt, nor has Peace any charms. Both 
states are contemplated rather as they affect the markets, than as they affect the morals and 
hap finest ef mankind!" LlVIRFOOL MERCURY, 

The foregoing quotation, forms, in the present timet, an appropriate motto to acorn. 



* The price* of grain, &c. have this month considerably advanced, in consequence ei 
the depth of the snow having prevented the usual supply from coming to mark**. 
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mercial report. War is a dreadful trade, and produces the worst effects on the general 
system of morals. It also deranges other trades, and involves mercantile concerns in all 
the uncertainties arising from the vicissitudes attendant on this, the present grand staple 
trade of the country. 

Brown linens continue to advance, and the high prices give no other prospect for the 
ensuing year's trade, than the usual concomitant of brown liuens being too dear j a 
itagnation of sales owing to the linens going dear tp market ; a consequent loss to the 
holders; and a general derangement of the trade, as in 1799, and 1809, from which it 
does not recover for several years. The effects of the latter year are still felt. The fac- 
tors in London contribute in an eminent degree to this periodical unsettling of the trade. 
They are sure of their commission, let things turn out as they may, and in this confi- 
dence, they are now urging their correspondents to purchase, regardless of prices, and 
too many yield a" ready facility to their inconsiderate advice, and after having got rid of 
their last dear linens, uninstructed by experience, are eagerly rushing forward to repeat 
their former error, and supply themselves with a fresh stack, laid in on terms much too 
high for the prospect of demand. 

A large proportion of coarse linens is sent from this country to England and Scotland 
in a brown state. Many of these are bleached in the neighbourhood of London, and the 
good people there think they are by this means secure' of getting strong linens, la 
some cases there may be just cause ,to complain of the Irish bleach, because the English 
required 100 high a white, and very high colours must always be •btained more or less 
at the expense of strength. The present practice of preferring the English bleach is 
founded on whim and prejudice. For if the Londoners would be satisfied to take Irish 
bleached linens of the same degree of colour, as pleases them in their own favourite 
home bleach, there would be no cause of complaint of want of strength in our bleach. 
The English bleached linens are sent to market in a damper state, and thus have the ap- 
pearance of being thicker, while our Irish bleach would be mildewed on the passage, if 
tbey were sent to market in a similar state of dampness. 

Lord Castlereagh's famous bill to render the notes of the national banks of England 
and Ireland a legal tender for the amount marked on them, has not stopped their real 
depreciation, or settled the question in favour- of those who assert that no depreciation 
has taken place. Gold in Bullion in the London market is at £5 1 2s. per ounce, and silver 
is. 6J. It is easy to find the value of a note nominally for a guinea, by a simple stating 
in the rule of three, taking the mint price of > 3 17 lOj; thus: 

£5 12*. : =£1 2s. 9J. :: £5 17s. \^d.^s 13s. 1<W. 
The real depreciation is thus found to be 6s. 1 Id. per guinea. The price given by 
the deaiers in guineas in this country, is no criterion of the real value of a golden gui- 
nea. They make as much as they can of their trade, and it being a forbidden one, both 
to buyer and seller, affords to them a greater facility of fixing their own terms. But some 
idea of the profit made in this traffic may be formed, by comparing the premium they 
now allow of 3s. to St. 6<L on a guinea, with the foregoing state of the comparative 
value of a guinea in paper and in gold. The Earl of Lauderdale, in his new work, ar- 
gues in favour of the propriety of issuing a fresh coinage at the standard of £5 8x. per 
ounce, and thus the guinea would be of a proportionably less weight. To support hit 
argument, he alleges jn case of recurring again to cash payments, the hardship which 
would result from entitling the creditor of the state, and the private creditor, to be paid 
the full value in coin at the present rate, for debts now contracted in a depreciated cur- 
rency. In the present spate of things, by Lord Castlereagh's act, the creditors under 
old contracts have been injured : in the case contemplated by lord Lauderdale, unless 
t>.e standard qf the coinage were lowered, debtors in their turn would be injuied, by 
being obliged to pay full amount in a restored currency, when the value was given in 
a depreciated one. Lord Lauderdale^ reasoning is not without some fairness, but a 
practical objection occurs ; if the intrinsic value of the coined guinea is once lowered, 
what is to prevent a recurrence of another process of depreciation, similar to that we 
have already experiended ? The banks may again be protected from paying in specie, 
and thus depreciation may. again and again take place, even though the value of the gui- 
nea were repeatedly lowered. In this point of. v\ew, the evil and the crash of public 
credit, which. perhaps must inevitably take place, would be only delayed, not prevented. 
Toe consideration of the subject, viewed in whatever manner, presents innumerable dif. 
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Acuities, and affords ■very slender sources of consolation to the reflecting, and justly ap. 
pf ehensire mind. National bankruptcy is a portentous and alarming prospect. If this 
picture should ever be realized, we owe it, as the consummation of evils, to the effects 
of the war, of which so many are heedlessly and unreflectingly food, and for the continu- 
ance of which they so strenuously plead. 

Exchange on London has varied through this month from 4 to 4| per cent. 

An account, extracted from the reports of the County Inspectors, of the flax crop of 
1819, is subjoined. 

A brief Bxtntt from the Xeftrte of ike Ctmty XmfeeUn ufo» ike flax Croft of 1815. 

ULSTER. 

Antrim (North))—* 1 The quantity of Flaxseed sown in this District is estimated at 
1*150 hhds., SO of which were home-saved, 200 English, 450 Riga, and 459 Aijieri. 
can; which seed is supposed to have occupied about 2000 acres, which is much the 
ftjpe as last year. The quantity of seed saved js from 80 to 100 hhds. The flax in 
general not so good this year as last." 

— f South). — " The quantity of flaxseed sowu in this district is estimated at 1 100 h litis., 

the half of which was English, the residue Dutch and American. This seed is sup- 
posed to have occupied 2000 acres. These quantities less than those o f the year pre- 
ceding. The quality of the crops this year not held to be altogether equal to those 
tk the last, and but little seed is saved." 

, Armagh. — '* The quantity sown in this county is estimated at 6300 hhds., of which 
5000 were American, 160 Riga, 140 British, and 1000 home saved. This seed is 
supposed to have occupied 14700 acres. These quantities less than those of the pre- 
ceding year. The quality of the crops this year tolerably good, from which 16S0 
hhds, are thought to have been, saved. Riga a favourite with the growers, the stalks 
of the flat not being found liable to frc as those of (he American, but both consi- 
dered inferior to the flax of the home saved seed." 

Lo Nj>onntlui.Y. — « The quantity sown in this county is estimated at 55S0 hhds., of 
which 2067 were Riga, 1690 American, 1689 English aud Dutch, and 144 homesaved. 
"jftis seed k supposed to "have occupied 15048 acres. The quality and general appear- 
ance of the crops (with few exceptions,) remarkably good." 

"f y hone (North), — ■" The quantity sown in this district is estimated at 892 hhds., 6f 
which 434 Were American, 200 home saved, 173 English, and 8G Riga; which is 
supposed to have occupied 1562 acres. The quantity sawn supposed to be one third 
less than last year.j The quantity saved 250 hhds. The flax crops in general good 
this season." 

fSoutk)—*" The quantity sown in this district is estimated at 1465 hhds., of 

which 805 were American, 125 Riga, 321 British, and 214 homesaved. This seed is 
supposed to have occupied 2700 acres. These quantities are thought to be less, nearly 
by one half, than those of the preceding year. The quality of the crops m the pre- 
sent year has been considerably better than their appearance in the early part of the 
season gave reason t« expect. 1050 hhds. are supposed to have been saved. The grow- 
ers appear to take more pains than formerly to save their seed well, and with more sue- 

UofjroAU.. — "The -quantity sown in this county is estimated at 2250 hhds., of 
which rOOO were American, 450 Riga, 200 British, and 600 home saved Seed'; which 
is supposed to' have occupied 2700 ?cres. These quantities ire less than those of the 
preceding year. The Crops this year are admitted to be but indifferent, particularly 
those from the late sown. The real English Seed has grown well, and satisfied the' 
Partners ; but a large quantity of Seed was brought into the County from Derry, as 
English Seed, which did not grow, and which, it is now apprehended, was from the 
Same. About 1150 hhds. are supposed to have been saved." 

Down (Kortk.y*-'' The quantity sown jn this district is estimated, at 1787 hhds., of 
which 1199 were American, 42 British, and 496 borne saved, which is supposed to have 
occupied 3008 acres. These quantities One fourth less than those of last year. Tot ap- 
pearance of the Crops remarkably good; but they did not yield jwoportfonibiy id 
their appearance ; 359 hid*, have been laved." 
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Down (South) — " The quantity sown this year has not been estimated, but it is reported 
to have been considerably less than last year. The greatest proportion of it was Ameri- 
can. No seed is reported to have been saved." 

Fermanagh. — "The quantity sown in this County is estimated at 1000 hhds., 800 of 
which were from America and Riga, 100 British, and 100 home saved Seed, which is 
supposed to have occupied 1750 acres. These quantities are less than those of the pre- 
ceding year. The Crops looked very well, but some of the Seed was sown too late. A 
large portion of American Seed is supposed to have been mixed with that which was 
sown for Riga, in this County. The Inspecting Officer was inclined to be of that opi- 
nion at the period of examination, in which he has been since confirmed, by many of 
the growers informing him, that their Crops were ail of unequal lengths. 50 hhds. are 
supposed to have been saved." 

Monaghan. — " The quantity sown in this County is estimated at 3150 hhds., which 
is supposed to have occupied 6.300 acres. The quantity sown this season is more than 
that of last year, but the Crops not so productive, nor is the quality so good. It is in 
great demand, however, at present, the price from 1 Is. 6d. to 14*. per stone. 1000 hhds. 
are supposed to have been saved.'* 

Cavan. — " One third only of the usual quantity of Flaxseed is supposed to have been 
town this year, and the quality of the Crops inferior to that of former seasons. The 
uncertainty of procuring Seed caused many of the farmers to sow their ground intended 
for Flax with Grain. No Riga reached this County last spring. New American, par- 
ticularly that from Boston and New York, produced well. The home-saved, where 
it was sufficiently ripe and early sown, yielded a Crop equal to the best American." 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From the 20th December, 1813, to lie 20th January, 1814. 

From observations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast. Latitude 54° 55 min. 45 sec. 
Longitude 5° 58 min. 14 sec. West of London. 

The fatal effects of the great degree of cold which has of late prevailed, on the exotic 
plants, cannot as yet be ascertained ; but every lover of the country must regret the 
destruction which has come upon the feathered creation, from the starvation, 
and the remorseless waste of their lives by those who, dead to every feeling of benevo- 
lence, take pleasure in inflicting pain and death on all within their power, It is to be 
feared, that many seasons must pass, before they recruit their numbers. Our groves 
and fields will not now, ae heretofore, be filled with harmony, and those insects which 
have, in the state of eggs, or deep-buri.ed larvae, defied the severest cold, now that 
we are deprived of those guards who set bounds to. their unlimited, increase, will issue 
forth in unusual numbers, showing to thoughtless man, that the laws which govern 
the Universe are perfect ! 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

from the 20/* December, 18)3, to the 20"th January, 1814. 

From.oiter'oations made in the neighbourhood of Belfast. Latitude 54^ '35 min. 45 sec. 
Longitude 5° 58 min. 14 see. West of Londun. 

Judging from the mild seasons which, for a series of years, we have experienced, we 
were led to believe, that such a change had taken place in our atmosphere, as would 
exempt us for ever from the rigours of Winter, to such a degree as had been felt by 
our forefathers ; this Winter has, however, convinced us, that no dependence can be 
placed upon any calculations made from our present knowledge of Meteorology,'and 
:hat until we can with certainty predict the course and continuance of the Winds, we 

BELFAST MAG, NO. LXVfe t 



